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"The Late Battles in Mexico.
THE BATTLE OF CONTRERAS. his

Tacubaya, Aug. 26.

Eds. Delta: The lte brilliant achievement
0f ibe arms of the United States over the superior

I C - l .1 r n C- n ft C t kn n nlln I I

nllTlDClS OI lue eiiemVi aim III lium vk nc vaunai
afihi countrv, cannot but excite the admiration
W. .. - I- I f-t- Jr.t-- lti Dfiue ot our. people,. - irom one enu oi wie wuu o

fory.ncoiner; oui to iaosc wiw uu. uhs w
jiincss and participate in the desperation of the
.unfiict ihe great and apparently insurmountable
bitaclt s the privations and hardships endured so
ever can properly appreciate the brilliancy oi ine and

i.ctorj', the gallantry ana goou cuuuuti, aim me
icicntific attainments ot our nooie iitt.'earmy. Uur
.mipar.itive loss, of those engaged, exceeds that

1 my battle of which we have any recollection; to
jng about one out of six. To attempt to enu-it-rat- e,

in a proper manner, the individual instan-
ts

of
of heroism of determined and

:ourae of the perseverance and intrepidity with fort
dlii'ch great and powerful obstacles were sur- -

ui- - t :
nounieu wouiu oe oui commencing nn enaiess
ask. 1 trust when the d tails of these brilliant
ifijirs are given by the respective commanders,
rhai our country will testify its admiration and resp-

ect

and
by some substantial reward a reward that

nil nve in me memory ana in nisiory wnen me of
ictors in these stirring scenes shall have moulder-t- J

in the dust i
About the 15ih instant it was determined that

rcshould not attack El Penon, where the enemy of
dmade eveiv preparation to receive us, and

there, no doubt, we would have been compelled
a sacrifice man' more lives than we have already
'.one. Accordingly, the engineers having dis-.jvere- d he

a road by which we could turn it we took fell
;d our marcn aiounu liikc vuaico. a. mis
aovement the enemy were seriously nonplussed, to
h they were not aware themselves of any pract-
ical

than
route we could take that would so effectually

urn their position, and in order tddelay our move
ment, sent out Gen. Alvarez, the great champion
if the South, with bis Pinlos, (a tribe of Indians
ypitt-- by nature,) together with a portion of the
filar army, amounting in nil to about 10,000

sen. to attack the rear column under the command in
X Gen. Twiggs, but it turned out to be a fetble r.
itempL Gen Twiggs had scarcely formed his
'ine of battle and ooened his artillery, under the
ammand of Capt. Taylor, before they fled with
freat precipitancy. A tew wcu-airecie- a snots
rom the battery made a forcible impression upon to
.heir columns, and they retreated, leaving a port-

ion

to
of their dead and wounded to take care of

themselves. The whole affiir did not detain G n.
Twiggs more than an hour, and he was again on
bis march. By this tune the enemy had discov-rre- d

the route by which we were moving, and en- -
. ... ..! J- - I 3dcavori u to ODMiuci me roau : oui ine appers

nJ miners, aidtd by the head ot Urn. Worth s rifle
ran, soon cleared the road at different places, ing

tad by the 17th the . head of Gen. Worth's col- - nnd
imn arrived at S in Augustin the enemy's skir-sirhe- rs

firing from every hill-to- p and point which iace
sored them on the route, and their cavalry pre-

ying themselves in force severtl timrs during
lie day, but never daring to attack.

On ihe I8ih, General Worth's column moved
'own the road in the direction of San Antonio,
from which place the enemy fired upon a squad
ron of dragoons (killing Captain Thornton and j

wounding the guide, Jonathan Fitzwater.) dran-- j lines
crd to proteet the engineers :n a reconnoissance ol the
the fortifications of San Antonio. Capt. Thornt-
on

lage
had been very unwell for some time, and went

out in command of his squadron against the ad-

vice

a
of his physician and his senior officers ; but

his energy and gallantry would not allow him to by
remain inactive when there was the least possi-
bility of meeting the foe. As soon as the dra-
goons were withdrawn, Col. Duncan's battery and
the sappers nnd miners moved down the road, nnd j

took aTwsition that would enaoie tnem to operate j

in any direction, in case of emergency. Colonel j

Smith's liht battalion was thrown out on the left j vy
Y, ih mnvAments of the enemv. and"Will. W WVw V. "w - - T j t

to hold him in check in case of his advancing his I
c

link. Immediately after, Col. Garland's brigade
iadc a diversion to the right, and took position. nf

k line, resting his right at the hacienda of San Ju-i- n

de Dios, about 400 yards to the right of the
road. As soon as this movement was completed,
the 2d brigade under the command of Col. Clark,
moved down the road until the head of his col-

umn
the

rested on the left wing of Co!. Garland. One
section of the mountain howitzers was brought for-

ward, and thus they remained until sundown.
when the brigade of cavalry withdrew, leaving was
the infantry and artillery on the ground. About
2 o'clock a heavy rain came on, which completel-
y drenched the troops, and they were all exposed
during the night to a slow drizzling rain without in

s or blankets. Gen. Worth, with a pirt of the to
Ut brigade, occupied the hacienda of San Juan the
3e Dios during the night, nnd the enemy amused
themselves by firing a few random shot at it about
lundown, from San Antonio, but without any oth-f- r

effict than to riddle the house completely with
balls, and to besprinkle the officers with the mor-t-r

and dust of the old hacienda. During the dy or
Major Graham was sent out from San Augustin left
(Gcn. Scott's headquaiters) towards Contreras, to the
protect the engineers in a reconnoissance of the and
rtte in that direction, where, during the fore-soo- n, was

he engaged a force of the enemy's' cavalry
ai(l infantry which he drove back, with a loss of and
Skilled, 2 wounded, and 5 prisoners Maj. Gra-
ham's command sustaining no loss. An

On the 19th, the enemy fired from the works
f San Antonio on the hacienda of Sun Juan de the

1'io?, supposing a pi rt of our forces were. stiU

.

there. About len o'clock, the sappers and miner,
under Lieut." Smith, and the section of mounted
howitzers, under Lieut. Callender,' returned to
San Augustin, and joined Gen. Pillow's division,
which was then taking up 'M march in the direc-
tion of Contreras. Gen. Pillow continued his
march, opening the road as he went, until he
reached a high point, from whence we had the
enemy and his fortifications in full view. Between

and two o'clock the division of Gen. Twiggs
came up with the advance and moved forward
Gen. Smith's brigade advancing to the left, and
CoL Riley's to the right. Gen. Pillow placed nt

disposal of Gen. Twiggs Capt. Magruder's
batter, and Lieut. Cadwalader's howitzers both

which belonged to the proper division of Gen.
Pillow.

With great difficulty, the two batteries moved
forward, having to travel half a mile over a brok-
en and confused mass of lava, apparently impas-
sable even for footmen. The enemv opened his
heavy batteries from Contreras, and the ad vane- -

troops oi uen. smitn s brigade hotly engaged
enemy's infantry, which he had thrown out

across a deep ravine and creek in front of his for-
tifications. He appeared determined to maintain

position in front of bis fortifications, using his
artillery for a time against the rear brigade of our
army as they camo up, but he was not able to
stand the severity of the conflict, and was com- -

IawY In PaI t ftA Ifll K k am M I..v icuig mm uraiy hjss. nc men concen- -

;trated his fire upon the howitzers and Capt. Ma
. .1 .ft T- wxitbi j. m. mot tw Lsait'.i i 3 austaiiicu,

more than an hour, the fire of twenty-tw-o

pieces of artillery, mostly of large calibre, when
they were ordered by Gen. Smith to retire from

unequal a conflict The loss was very severe,
among others we have to lament the death of

Lieut. Johnson ; Lieut. Callender was also severe-
ly wounded.

Gen. Pillow had ordered Gen. Pierce's brigade
the support of Gen. Smith, and Gen. Cadwala-

der's to the support of Col. Riley. . At this state
the battle, while it was raging with extreme

severity, the enemy appear d on the left of the
nt Contreras, and in rear of the village of

Ensaldo where Col. Riley had arrived, with a
force of 12,000 men, (which we afterwards learn-
ed was under the command of Santa Anna himself)
apparently threatening the safety of Col. Riley

Gen. Cadvvalader. Gen. Pillow ordered the
15th Infantry, under Col. Morgan, to the suppoit

Gen. Cadwalader. Gen. Scott came upon the
ground about this time, bringing with him Gen.
Shield's brigade of volunteers (South Carolina and
New York) whom he advanced to the support

the forces under Gen. Cadwalader.
Gen. Twiggs, finding his command so sepa ra-

ted. and that it was utterly impossible, from the
nature of the ground, for him to reach the point

intended to occupy, as night approached, he
back with a portion of his staff to the place

where Gen. Scott was passing the night, exposed
a severe rain, without shelter or anything more

his usual
.

uniform, to protect him from the I

1 t L. .1inclemency oi uie aioer. . . . .. !

Mnoruder a and the howitzer hatterv beinor dis- -

abled. and it being evident that our left was ad
I

vancing on a route preparea ior us oy me enemy
I l I II .1 I L. 1 -- .1 Ine naving ciearca away an iam orusn ana omer

obstacles that obstructed his view, ihcrcoy expos
cr our imanirv 10 a ueciruciive lire as inev bd-- .o ---- --- r

nrnarhrd., and il being doubtful whether ihev.
.

on to sopporL
hrinsmg to

at-)t- he same on b

';ihe to

,pss i.thev
QS

and
inrantry formed receive

ch,irffe COrnped to way
and

ook

M a L. I Ii a L 1 I 1

couia cross ine ravine uuer mey nau reacnea i.,
Gen. directed Captain Magruder
howitzer battery open, in order to attract the
tention the enemy, while he made a movement

the right which he had determined on, in order
try one enemy flanks. Leaving three

companies of 3d lufantry lo support the
and about men of Major Dimicks com-- ;

m:mJ to reinforce the loss sustained by battery,
Gen. Smith moved off with sappers and
ners, Lieut Smith, 1st artillery, Dimick, and j

artillery, Alexander, and as many of"the
regiment as be got together, they

d lached the day as skirmishers, j

cover engineers in their reconnoissance. i

passing over broken and irregular
oi laim.uuu viui..k uuuiaums !

ceeded in reaching village of Ensaldo. Gen !

Smith being the ranking officer present, uenerai i

Cadwalader reported to him with 4 regiments of.

ll0 scythe,
drceircd

on side

troops
rathcr

narrow lanes, between high dikes, enclosure !

. . . ..- tri j?
,earuens. mi hot uiuuuci auuiuiiit:j i c mL.

church, standing the afforded
lection, if necessary. ten. now directed
Gcn. Cadwalader s be drawn on
outer of the village, facing the enemy's

force on the left the fort formed the in- -

fintry and rifl column company, left of
. U .InKi ft..mf anfl nlfirant CmitfOni lUJIifc MV w

sappers and miners, and Capt. Irwin's j

the 11th intantrv. in the ana Mai.
Dimick's regiment in the garden on the road,
order to secure nnd rear.

Gen. now determined to the :

force on the cnemy'e right; with Riley on
left, Gen. Cadwalader the of for-

mer retired echelon, but before the movement
be completed approached nd the ene-

my's line could not seen the order
countermanded, and Gcn. Cadwalader resum-

ed his position on the village j Col.
brigade formed long lane inside par-

allel to the rifles on his and 3d infantry
the churchyard. Thus they exposed

severo rain all without fire or shelter
officers generals down sharing se-

verity of but perhaps it whet-

ted their appetites a more glorious deter-

mined engagement the morning. now
imagine the position of this portion army,
numbering 3300 outside, without artillery

Iry, while front and on the
had 19,000 troops those th-- fort said be

of pieces artillery,
among his troops 7.000 cavalry, it
evident that decisive action bad

takenthat some great effort had be made
Gen. Riley, they

were, were just the competent to the
attack the main work was determined up-

on and the movement take place three o'clock
following However, here another

obitacle presented itself the of Gcn. Smith

TIIE CP"TiTUTIOIf AND THE t NIOX OF THKJ TTKSTIX ,
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tvas. not. strong enough to attack Ihe main work
and hold the village at "the same tim, and it was
of the utmost importance he should do so for if
he drove enemy from this main and

his retreat he secured possession of the-villng- e,

he could hold long enough allow his troops
to get away, and all probability seriously em-
barrass any luither movements of our army until
he was safely fixed somewhere else. is said
that fortune favors the brave this instance

most truly did for while Gen. Smith was pre-
paring for his attack,. Gen. Shields reported
near appro.ich with his brigade of South Carolina
and New Yoik Volunteers and was an ex-
hibition of magnanimity on the part of a high-minde- d

soldier a brother officer. When Gen.
Shields arrived he was the ranking officer and
could have assumed the command, but he was
the man to pluck bright laurels about to be
gathered by a brother foldier carrying one of
the strong works of the enemy accoidingly he
moved subject to command of Gen. Smith,
his brigade was placed the village of Ensaldo, to
act as circumstances might require, either to cut off
the retreat of the troops from Contreras or to take
the reserve of the enemy flank, if should
change its front and attempt to attack our force to-
wards Contreras.

At 3 o'clock, on the morning of the 20th, our
troops commenced their movement towards the
front of attack the night was so dark thut the
men could not go out of reach of one another for
fear of their wav. This caused the mnve- -
mcnt to be so slow that day-brea- k approached be-

fore the head of Cadwalader's brigade com-
menced descending the ravine nt the village. As
soon as Col. Riley got out of the deep ravine,
at a point where was thought the rear of the
work could be approached, the head of the column

at the same time drawing the
loads out of the guns supposed to be wet. Col.
Riley then formed his brigade in column

and thus the column stood formed, Col. Ri-
ley's brigade on the advance, next Gen. Cad-ivalade- r's

and Gen. Smith's brigades, together
with the sappers miners, under the command
of Major Dimick, up the rear leaving
Gen. Shields the Col. Riley continued
up bearing a little to his left, nnd as he
raised over bank he stood fronting the rear of
the enemy's work, but he was protected from the
severity its fire by the favorable position of j

around. As oon .n Pol nil..., nLnA..A .h hill
and came in full view the enemv. thev immedi- -

ately opened a warm fire upon him. Col. Rilev a
.threw out his two advanced divisions as skirmish-
ers, and said forward "Now, boys, give them
hell Close In with lhlm nnH Ifl tha Vkiunnot An
its work" and hi rnmmani. rnYi-- l th i

- - - - - how v w mmw " V M w m W

slope with a desperation and enthusiasm enough
to strike terror to heart of the boldest while
the rear of his command moved steadily forward
in solid block with the most mechanical precision.

The sappers and miners, and the rifle regiment,
which thrown across a ravine interven- -
ing between the one they had

.
passed up and under

the of the slope 1.OI. Kiiey came
j

down, from that nnaif inn poured a which
, - f . c , R: column., lhen incVm.. j

j ,owards their left, ioined in the attack on
troops outside of the left flank of the fort Lien,

i- -.i rn 1 .1 . 1 1 t--uauwBiaucr louoweu rouic lauen voi.... .j r tlev. ana as soon as nis iroons were lormea. movea
i of

a
3

f

colors unon t. tho other force continued the pur- -

suh down lhe road retreating force had
where Gen Shields' brirrnde nlaerd

ini-- nt them. Thev. however, were nor

o

-e-- ": " r' 'i ', " ly
which led the enemy to believe our

.
trooDS still in in the village; thS also led
him to believe that we were some to arrv into
execution the attack w e were meditating the night
before accordingly the night before he placed
his batteries along his line, and in the morning
moved detachments forward to take flank the
attack he supposed we would make .nt day-ligh- t,

and how great his surprise must been when
the first thing, he saw the morning was Col.
Riley moving the 6lope, having already
turned his strong-hold-r-b- ut all doubts were soon
dispelled by the capture

.
of his and the dis- -

'" ft

nersion OI OtS army were mn ui uv
. . ... . 3 r

nn ni hv the sU'iHui management anu energy ui
Gen. Shields, whose command com pel Led them to
fly every direction some taking the craggy
rocks some to ravines while others depend-

ed heels aad made most excellent lime
a race across fields. One of the

sagacious movements made by a Mexican officer
was made at this place. After a portion of
the Mexican army had passed through a narrow
pass and our troops after them, he formed a squad-

ron of lancets in the pass, laid down their arms
nnd surrendered, tbuff effecting the escape of those
who had already passed .through, those of our
troops who were nearest having to take possession
of prisoners and guard back, and before
another force could go ip pursuit they were out
of reach.

In fort wore captured 22 pieces of artillery,
mostlv size, a creat number of pack-mule- s,

a lartre nuantitv of ammunition and munitions of
war, upwards of 1500 prisoners; among them
were several officers of high rank. The enemy
left'dead upon field, which have buried,
upwards of 700 but his loss is certainly much
heavier as the Mexicans were still burying their
friends when passed over the battle-groun- d two
days aero; were many more killed when

Rifles cnirared the 19th than we had any
idea of their unerring aim told wilh powetful. !

hi, The firgl brigade, which was
up lhe rcar hnd been ordered follow
route but whi,e jt WM its march

;the rj hl flank u lhe ravine and neail 0ppo3ile
fort) Gcn gmhh orderrd lhe brigade fice

Q lhe ,efi ond advance in ine to altack lhe cnc.
bat-imy- ,s

foree in flanktljis movement was executed
;n lime than me t0 wrile mPt

'the cnemv out,ide of 1P fortj :IJ$t Coi Rilcv's
brigade inl0 hlhe enemy was completely
rQutod comcnced a precipitate retreat their
cavaIry and had been to

hav-jth- e bul bolh were give
to the bayonettjie roule wai most complete,
he v;ctorv mosl d,.ciled but while Riley's tng-Afie- r

sur-ad- e p05Se$,ion 0rthe woiksnnd planted their
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to

of
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the

teiy, 20
the

the mi--

Maj.
Capt

could
been during
to the

the

the

divis-
ions

closed

down

Gen. Pillow's division. Col. Riley s brigade had jnwarw of it unli they received the well directed
crossed the ravine, and gone up towards Contre-- ! fire of lh, goulh Curolina Regiment, mow-ras- ,

after a strong body of the enemy, which he gd them down graM before the
drove off. The enemy vas novv .drawn up two had elp in

above the village, on the r,gh of the fo-rt- of fc dp
and the rhe v,l- -. ifront infantry, cavalry,

fc v f h(
of Ensaldo ,s protected one by a deep Smith moved to attack

rav,ne--on the road between it and the stream is , .
hJs men lQ bui,d

house and gaiden, surrounded by a high and ; ' , , j
strong stone wail ; the village

-- .
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over ;iA. ;r ,h.
occupied by

nrrnnrin
lhe

.heir
of.. . r

lull huh uu v,

in centre, also pro-- j
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eue The troops in the Port were commandetll
by Valenciathose: outside by Santa Anna.- - . .

. 7,uu,, wigura oguicvcmems oi me morn- -

Bueria. Vista s, belonging to Captain
VVashington'a battery, by one of the licht Comna
nies of ihe same refriment. Thev now stand he
fore the door of Gen. Txyiggs, and hope when
he shall meet his old friend Gen. Tavlor he will
have present these beautiful trophies to claim the
con gratulai ions. All the small arms taken were
immediately destroyed.

The arms were secured, and a 'detachment left
to protect the ordnance, ammunition and prisoners:

.c wuiuinn lormeu ior ine nurnose oi nursuino- -

the enemy, who had been met by a force from Sao
Angel, when Gen. Twiggs arrived, and ordered
a speedy and most vigorous pursuit of the enemy,
which was immediately done. Gen. Shields' britr- -

aae in advance, next Uen. Twiggs's division, and
the rear by Gen. Pillow's division, the rifles and
sappers ana miners in advance as skirmishers,
1 here now ensued a sort of running fight all the
way to! San Ahgel, the nemy endeavoring to
make a stand at every point on the road. 'The uner
ring fire of the rifle made everv nlace too hot for
mem, ana tney were compelled to take refuge in
inuruousco.

At San Angel Gen. Pillow arrived and took
the command, when the whole column moved
down to Culican, when Gen. Scott came up, and
immediately took the command of the whole.

THE BATTLE OF CHURUBUSCO.
As soon as the enemy's forces perceived that

Contreras was carried, and that we would be able
to turn his position and attack him in reverse, he
evacuated the fortification and fell back on Churu-busc- o

with his artillery and whole force. This
was also reinforced by the troops from Contreras,
and some from the city ; they apparently determin-
ed to mak their final stand at this point

1 he work and position were exceedingly strong
and completely masked by a high growth of corn
and an orchard, which very much precluded our
officers getting a proper view of the position and
the strength of the work, which proved to be a
regular fortification, and had been erected in the
incredible short lime of 38 hours. The church
buildings formed a large square the lower front,
al!ne nort" chiefly a ivall, seattolded or
,nfantry i behind it ivas a higher building, also
covered with infantry, and in the rear of this the
chrch itscir was a,so covered with infantry, and

high steeple on its right flank was filled with
infantry; in front of the first wall was a curtain
connecting two salient angels, which flanked it,
and were continued back to the side walls of the
CUUrCIl, garrisoned heavily with infantry, and
mounting 7 pieces of artillery. I his was the
point at which Gen. Smith's brigade opened the
action, and soon followed, a little further to the
left, by Col. Riley's brigade these two compos-
ing the Cerro Gordo Division, Gen. Twiggs.
Captain Taylor's battery of light artillery also
took position near this work, on ibe right of Gn.
Smith's brigade; it soon drew upon it a heavy fire
from the fort, which he sustained for an hour and

half, losing 23 of his company, among whom
were Lieut. Martin. Boynton and Sims, and .3

rrw t... r r . n..i. ,1

throughout was such as to excite the admiration
nil who witnessed it, as well as his superior

officers.
At the opposite side the work, the breastwork

extended across the road from the church, present-
ing u similar front, excepting the buildings of the
church the work on the road was also strength-
ened by a bridge over a creek, behind which was

body of infantry, and the work itself mounting
or 4 guns. Gen. Pillow, with part of his divis-

ion, wns sent round by Gen. Scott to assault this
part of lhe work, but as he, with his command,
emertrrd from the mud and mire of the corn fields
bavin waded, some of them, waist deep) into the
nnd he rnM (Jen. Worth cominor nn from San

Antonio, with his division ; they had a hearty
welcome, and one of them proposed that their com-- ,
mands should so hand in hand in carrying the.
work, which was readily" agreed to in

At the same time that the other commands were
despatched, Gen. Scott ordered Gen. Shields to at--t
ick 'the, erfernv's extreme left, where he was

m t

hp.ivilv entrenched : at the same time reinforcing
i,;a wiih th 19th n:irtofthe 12th and
15th infantry, under Gen. Pierce. This move-

ment was executed as soon as the nature of the
round would admit the whole command hav

high Judge
running them city, of

direction. the

The action now became general, and theseveri
of the conflict never equalled within the recol-

lection of oldest the enemy was
than three limes our number, besides his

advantage of aitillery and position added to this,
he was stimwlatcd by fact that it was the Jast
effott of resistance he could make, before we could
enter the capital troops knew that they were
fighting for the last remnant of the Republic, and
thev stood their ground with as much firmness
and resolution as any troops could stand, b fore
the army we at have here. The of
musketry was so great, that it was almost impossi-

ble the soldiers to hear the orders their offi-

cers. There was no point at which action did
rageWith severity for more than hours,

whicbis proven by the fact that our loss at this
point nearly 1000 men.

After the contest had lasted about hours,
our troops had got into such a as to be

to close with them at the point the bayonet,
which decided the affair in our favor Gen. Pil-

low and Gen. Worth carrying the work on the
road, by on office; of Gen. Pillow's division, tak-

ing down one flag, and one of Gen. taking
down the other, and the 8th infantry planting
their colors instead. Gen. Twiggs's division car-

rying the work it attacked at the church, Capt. J.
of the 3d infantry, received the surren-A- r

ili a with' saven - nieces nf nrtil'erv.
two stand colors, Gen. Rincoo, together with
104 officers nnd upwards of llOOnon-commissio- n-

ed officers and prjvates, surrendered as prisoners
as war. Gen. Shields had his work more to him-

self, anf heuHy sustained that high reputation
hitherto acquired on the field of battle. When
thecentcstfaged highest, ahd his men were foiling
around him in evejry direction, preserved that
even temperament of mind for which he is so
characteristic his countenance wearing that bland
and affable appearance throughout lhe whole

His volunteers stood and moved un-

der the fire with the of veteran troops.
South Carolina has a loss. Col.
Butler tyas wounded twice before he received the

orj
!

fatal ahni ' T
shot wnr when. Lieut Co!. Dickinson, look the
colors, and ,was, bearing the proudly
nmiust me . storm, wnen ne aisoroceivca a severe
wound. About the same time that the three divis-
ions at the forts were enabled to close, General
Shields succeeded in diiving from their position
the large force with which he was contending.
; The dragoons were now brought forward, and
drove the enemy to the gales of. the capital, thus
closing, ior me present, the most pnlJiant victory
achieved by our, arms during the war, and one
which will Vie with any achievement of cur arms
in times past .. ,.. ;

, Louisiana had two brilliant representatives who
participated largely throughout the whole affair,
viz: G?n. P. F. Smith, of the first brigade, second
division, and Lieutenant Beauregard, of the engi
neers; both ot which .gentlemen signally distin-
guished themselves, both by '.their superior mili
tary and their personal courage. The
engineer corps throughout has borne a large share
of the labors and exposures the battle.

1 rom intercepted letters which we have in our
possession, written on the evening of the battle, we
learn the Mexican loss to be five thousand in kill
ed and wounded, and by them we also learn, that
out of thirty thousand men, they had but between;
six thousand or eight thousand men left, and they
in confusion, without leaders the balance killed,
wounded, prisoners, or totally dispersed.

After the troops had arrived at this place, all
the former Texan prisoners who were present as-

sembled just below the National Palace, on a fine
paved road, made by the labor of their hands,
while they remained in this country. , On the side
of the road stood a beautiful monument, with the
following inscription : " Erected to the memory of
Gen. Santa Anna in consideration of his bavins'
constructed this road by the labor of the prisoners
of Texas." It was not Ion? after the assemblage
of the crowd, until down came the monument, and
not satisfied with tearing it down, they broke the
stone into small pieces, and scattered them to
four winds.

On the evening of the 20th, a white fljff came
out from the city, and on the morning of the 21st
we learned that propositions for an armistice had
been made, which were agreed to, and Commis
sioners appointed, who arranged and agreed on !

the terras.

. Correspondence of die Boston Post.
Chapel Hill, N. C, Sept. 3, 1847.

North Carolinians First Settlement of Roches I

ter, n. 1. JMalhamel Hoctester JvUlgt YVm.
B. Rochester, and the " Panama Mission "
University of North Carolina -- Distinguished
Graduates Anecdotes President Polk
Two Boys from the "Hanover Slashes1' Hen-
ry Clay and Judge Cameron Gov Stea'in

Old Buncombe" Faculty of the College
1 :,.r iir-..-;,. n..of the Students.
As I remarked in a former letter North

01. unun nna f rencn; ov,; t,li$nu
professor of Chemistry and . Qeologyl

ina is rich in legendary lore I he prominent ReT. Wm: (Jm.n prof,ssor pfj History and RhV
actions of North Carolinians Jjmf e phi, profeor of
appear to be known beyond the boundary of their j Rev. Charles DVms.' odfruntt' Drofessor of
ed sons who have acted a conspicuous part in na-!- of t Tutors-rCha- rles Philir

William B. Rochester, son of the foundering to pass through corn fields of growth,
intercepted by ditches through in ! of the was one of the " Congress Ameri-ever- v

can Stales" in famous il Panama mission,"

our soldiers
more

the

his

present roar

for of
the

not two

was
two

position
able of

Worth's

M. Smith,
voi-ii--lr

of

be

en-

gagement.
regularity

sustained heavy

do
Palmetto

knowledge

of

the

of

M. F.

lional affairs, than any Stale south of Mason and
Dixon's line, with the exception of Virginia.
From the modesty of her actors, and the scarcity
of historians and biographers, the merits of the
Old North State are not known or appreciated.

One of the lareest cities in New York, and !

destined lo be one of the largest in the Union, was
settled by and named for a native of North Carp- -

lina. I wo neighbors residing at Hillsborough,
concluded to remove north. Nathaniel Rochester, f

and a Mr.. Hart, about the year 1803, went to ;

Frederick, Mary land and there opened a store
under the firm of - Hart & Rochester. I heyJ
continued in business a few years, grew tired of j

w - ' ..lwthe place, and dissolved partnership. tdQTl MOVcd
to lentucky, where he settitd, and uocnestcr mi- -'

grated to western New York. He built the first j

sugar camp that teas ever made on the west bank
of the Genesee ricerm 1809. Three years after,

1812. he laid the foundation of a city, at the
falls of the Genesee, and called it

j

after himself. Just thirty years from that time, in
1842, by

w
a singular coincidence,. three distinguish- -

cd citizens of North Carolina met' at Koch ester,
and found a city ot thirty thousand inhabitants.
They were an an ex iudge, and one i

of the wealthiest men in the Slate ; all prominent '

characters, one of whom was my informant.

during the administration of John Gt'iincy Adams.
He returned by land ; it was in the year 1828,
and on arriving at in this Slate, was a
surprised Ho learn that he was a candidate for gov-
ernor, in opposition to De Witt Clinton. Judge
Rochester was afterwards lost in the ill-fate- d ship
Pulaski, which was wrecked off
in, I think, the year 1838.

Allow me to say something of this classic re-

treat where I now write. Chapel Hill has been
the seat'of the University of North Carolina, since
its foundation in 1797. Many of the most promi-uc- nt

men io the nation were educated .here. One
year ago lhe " University " reckoned among her
graduates, the President of the United States, 8
James K- - Polk, the Secretary of the Navy, John
Y. Mason, the Minister to France, William R,
King, the Minister to Spain, Romulus M. Saun-
ders, the Minister to Portugal, Abram Rencher,
and the Charge to Naples, William H. Polk.
Here also the Hon. Thomas Hart Benton studied
mathematics and the classics for two or three years,
but I believe did not graduate here.

One of the present professors in the college was
a class-mat- e apd graduated wilh Mr. President "
Polk in 1818. He gave me some anecdotal re-

miniscences
a

of their college days, that go to show
that as in most other cases, the foundation of fu-

ture greatness is laid in youth. He says .Mr.
Polk was the most orderly and regu- -

ar, and at the same time the most studious of any
in jno ciass. inougn ineie were two or imeu
who were thought to be his superiors in ability,
vet when he came to speak on a question of de
bate, he almost always made the question go his
wav. As a logical and efficient debater, and as a
constant and persevering student, he had few or
no equals. Those same lessons, and that practice
began in college, helped to make him and give
him the reputation of being " the best stump-spea- k

er in Tennessee" and paved the way to Jiis being
Governor of the State, and afterwards Speaker .of
the House of Representatives and President ot the
United States. The professot related an .incident
that occured during their college days, that he has

PAYABLE W APK4rfi.i

Caro.(.Miu.,4e,t

distinguished donot;loric aiihemalicpi

and.isKn

Rochester,

Hillsborough

Wilmington,

systematic,

often tboughtof siocei uQa? tJaT on Qb,e :Qoard
of Victor? xf the college,. ; jnraa?r, a4raCfjSr
f iifev was addressmg their chus-T-tbe- o. ;tbeJpr

nior' and encouraging ihmj lp jtref apfl
aim high, ? for " satrhe, yoti are destinpd(.o Ije-o-ur

future statesmen; judges, seqarsyanperha'pf
some of ypuv president,, of the3 nited';,Stat(isJ5'
There sat Shocco Jones," tha great ni)cier(I)
one or two who afterwards became distinguished
divines: one or two who pre npw eminenf law
yers, aud ther, too, sat

'James K. Polk, perhaps'
:.u ii i -- r r:':l' j' l'

My informant says the poys turrjcd,. looked at one
another, and several punched .their ncighjborvty
their elbows, as much as loTjt Xlfmust be fhat roture'president";7j :f r. 'r. kul

Let US' go in" imagination 4p the SlrjsKejtf
Hanover," , in the Qld, Dominion. There fverif
born in the ycar. 1777 ",'two i.boysj.sacoe hirjy
years passed, and about the same time they married,
From that time their paths lay m different direc
lions : one moved to Kentucky., where be has eve
since resided the other came to North Carolina
Henry Clay, by his practice at the bar, and

J

inihtf
State Legislature, nnd in Congress, has carved ojjj
for himself p name and a fame that has gorre to-th-e

remote corners of the earth. Duncan Came
ron, also a lawyer, had an extensive practicp
was appointed Judge of the Superior Couft. Presi
dent of the Slate Bank of North Carolina, and is
now a millionaire. . .... . . ,

' So the various turns of fortune pooder.?.
I understand that the Kentucky statesman, h

conversation with the bank president, told him thai
he regretted he had not taken a course similar t
his, as in that case it would! be now rorch better
for his .family. ; :. ? ; ; -

. That rare' poetical gen ins, the late Robert O.
Sands, of New Voi k, speaks of the gales of death-a- s

the " gates that ope not back." ' i may say
the same thing, of life. Wo canhot return and
live our lives over again, but; have to be "content
with the present, aud , a look - .into ;the Jim iini
miaty future. ; . : . . ,;; ii'-- - yi

In n late letter from this place. I Spoke of!ll
college here --the, University . of Worth JijoTtm.
I believe I mentioned that the president was the
Hon David L. Swain, .'who was governor .xtf
North Carol ina from 1 832 to 1835ii ;,CrovJSwaitt
is a native of the far famad iTiMieomhe fnuinr.
He is a fine speciirren of the gentlemen of; the old
school, and as. a classical and historical: scholar
has few equals.. Few college prpsidcnui, are as
popular among their, 6ludvms.;.;1.,The:jboyr.;flof
course, call him f

,f Buncombe," 0 more famiio--1

Iy,-.- Old Bunk." tr "M. rn : uO
He has a sou, a ; bright eyfa,.Jiitr0,feiov,.n'

some eight summers. .. I asked, him one day what
the college boys culled him, and .with thejutmost
sang froil he replied,.4; Little,Bunk'V,:FThe cot."
lege faculty com pi ises eight professors and! two
tutors. The president fills the chair qf intellecuu-a- l

philosophy and political economy ;(Kmanfuei
Fe,ier 13 profvuor of Greek ; Debt rnia Hoopcrj

Brown. .....

In visits to a large Bomber of Arncxican coU
leges at the south and west, I have not eeettime
that pleased me o all accounts as well as this.)

It is well endowed by --the State ; hits efesaut
and capacious buildings,. large and splendid. librae
ries and apparatus, and an able and, fvrvriiniwf
racuitl. The situation is unrivaled. A olace of
ome iiTe hundred inhabitants only, the collect

buildh s on a bj5i in a grove of magnificent oli
oak3i wilh a dry n, and an agreeable and healr
lhy cIicnntp. The literary societies of the college
lhe DlAVKCTlc and PHii.ASTnnbpic sociktik,
mun ,kj, ,! irii i,kr!iM ,unMw.WT IUVI1 W w m 0 m m kllb IV UMXiriii r niainKart llio intnnifit tK.il iIaa
lnj.nU . irvf.iu-i,- ul ,,d Innrnl ;mrr

ment t inuff bear testimony to the gentlemanly
maimers and deportment ojthe students ' I have
never visited a college where there has appeared
so much order and regularity, and apparently sd
few rigid rules to enforce them. , The most perfect
confidence and .respect appears to exist between
the faculty and live students. All this, where near
two hundred students are congregated, speaks
much in fivor of the wholesome regulations of
the university, and the personal popularity of tho

r..0-- . rnvuinwrDAWpiuit.cEuia. vviuiiiviiii , rw '

Close Quarters. u I cap tell a better story than
that," added the Captain, I felt pretty considera-
bly frisky one day, and I went up the lightning
rod handover hand, as high as. the vane. I had

first rate prospect up there but' that aint all f

A thunder cloud came over, and I saw it was Ag-

oing to strike the steeple, and thinks I to myself,
if it hits me I'm done up. So I got ready,' and
when the crack came, I gave a lesp up.' let the'
lightning strike and ion down, and then caught
hold again 1" V "

The Catholic Almanac for 1847 says that the
number of priests in the United States is eight
hundred and thirty-fou- r, being an accession of
ninety-eigh- t in one year ; and also that there are

1 2 churches, 72 of-wh-ich were erected during
the past year. In addition to this number, there
are 577 stations visited by clergymen, but as yet
without any commodious place ot worship.

Answer to a Challenge. Through some roiV
take, a gentleman in the South of Ireland led off
the dance at a country ball out of his turn.' The
person appointed to the pest of honor challenged
the intruder, and received the following reply:

Sir, I cannot understand why, because I opened
ball at night, a bail should open me in the m6m

ing. Yours, etc." v . V

Too Grateful.. A man out west, whose boo?
was recently destroyed by fire published a card, jn
which he thanks his fellow citizens for making an
unsuccessful attempt o saye his lurpkore, aojTexr
pressed a hope that he may eoSa have

' a? opportu.;
nity to reciprocate the favor. ... - ? :Tl3

'Leigh Hunt. " We believe it is oot.gffaer
known that the British poet was the son of Araeri
can parents, though born in England. .'His father
was a royalist, and fled to the molhe'tbbntrat
thc time of the revolution. ; :HisnotT$: wjs
sister of the celtjbratcd pi

Dating last year ; no less .than &optyt-tejr- e

pai(f'va llnglrnd at duty on patent mcicioes', iri
addition to about 5000 as licence for 'the same.


